Aetat. so.]                       Apparitions.
I restrain myself from quoting passages from this excellent work, or even referring to them, because I should not know what to select, or rather, what to omit. I shall, however, transcribe one, as it shews how well he could state the arguments of those who believe in the appearance of departed spirits ; a doctrine which it is a mistake to suppose that he himself ever positively held1:
' If all your fear be of apparitions, (said the Prince,) I will promise you safety : there is no danger from the dead ; he that is once buried will be seen no more.
' That the dead are seen no more, (said Imlac,) I will not undertake to maintain, against the concurrent and unvaried testimony of all ages, and of all nations. There is no people, rude or learned, among whom apparitions of the dead are not related and believed. This opinion, which prevails2 as far as human nature is diffused, could become universal only by its truth ; those that never heard of one another, would not have agreed in a talc which nothing but experience can make credible. That it is doubted by single cavillers, can very little weaken the general evidence ; and some who deny it with their tongues, confess it by their fears.'
Notwithstanding my high admiration of Rasselas, I will not maintain that the ' morbid melancholy3' in Johnson's constitution may not, perhaps, have made life appear to him more insipid and unhappy than it generally is ; for I am sure that he had less enjoyment from it than I have. Yet, whatever additional shade his own particular sensations may have thrown on his representation of life, attentive observation and close enquiry have convinced me, that there is too much of reality in the gloomy picture. The truth, however, is, that we judge of the happiness and misery of life differently at different times, according to the state of our changeable frame. I always remember a remark made to- me by a Turkish lady, educated in France, ' Ma foi, Monsieur, noire bonheur depend de la f agon que notre sang circule' This have I learnt from a pretty hard course of experience, and
1 See post, June 13, 1763.                  he refers to a passage in Hawkins's
3 In  the original, — 'which,  per-    Johnson (p. 287), where the author
haps, prevails.'   Rasselas, ch. xxxi.        speaks of Johnson's melancholy as
3 This is   the  second time   that     ' this morbid affection,  as   he was
Boswell puts 'morbid melancholy' in     used to call it.'
quotation marks (ante, p. 63). Perhaps
would,in the Gent. Mag.
